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Los Osos Dunes and

Wetlands, Montana de Oro
Unit, located on the south

side of the Morro Bay

Estuary, part of the Morro

Bay Estuary Greenbelt
Alliance project.

WCB photo by Dave Means
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2003 through June 2004, WCB approved 81 projects, totaling over $470 million. Matched by

its partners who contributed an additional $419 million, the total amount of these projects
- $889 million. Projects ranged from the acquisition and protection of wildlife habitat and the
restoration of riparian and wetland areas, to the development of public access improvements.

I ast year was the busiest on record for the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB). From July

Partnerships and conservation

WCB's emphasis on developing and fostering partnerships with conservation groups,
including federal, state and local resource agencies, conservancies, joint ventures and non-profit
conservation organizations led to last year’s success. A small organization, WCB uses
partnerships to not only leverage funds, but to increase the number of conservation projects by

)

Conservation Bo:
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-
—

calling on the expertise and resources made available through its partners. In addition to
helping develop projects, partners gather crucial local project support, sponsor community
outreach programs and meet with local officials and organizations.

WCB's project approval process requires informing local communities and adjacent
landowners of proposed projects. Throughout the year, WCB received strong local support on
projects, through letters of endorsement from organizations and private citizens, private fund
raisers, volunteer workers and community support groups.

WCB projects must have willing property owners, whether for acquisition, conservation
easement, or habitat restoration. WCB'’s partners have helped identify and promote programs to
landowners, leading to opportunities.

A major participant throughout this process has been the Department of Fish and Game
(DFG). WCB relies upon DFG for information including identification of projects, biological
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Oyster Point Fishing Pier
Improvements, public
fishing access provided on
the San Francisco Bay in
South San Francisco.
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l ' . WCB photo by Tony Chappelle

assessments, and project prioritization on a statewide and regional level. Though significantly
affected by resource reductions, DFG has continued to be a steadfast proponent and partner in
the promotion of WCB projects.

Collaboration leads to
millions in projects

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2003-2004

Southern California

In Southern California WCB collaborated with many partners on the Natural Community
Conservation Plans in Riverside and San Diego County, including the acquisition of the East
Elliot Preserve and Dennery Canyon. WCB assisted in the protection and restoration of a
number of valuable and critical coastal wetlands and watersheds by working with the Southern
California Wetlands Recovery Project (a large coalition of representatives from federal, state and
local coastal areas), the State Coastal Conservancy, the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy,
and the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy. The acquisition
of the Ballona Wetlands led to the start of restoration planning for over 600 acres of rare
wetlands and upland areas in Los Angeles County. WCB also approved funding for restoration of
the Bolsa Chica wetlands, one of the largest wetland restoration projects ever undertaken in
Southern California. Further inland, WCB assisted the Coachella Valley Mountains
Conservancy in protection of desert habitats and continued to acquire property for the
expansion of DFG’s San Jacinto Wildlife Area. Across this southern region, WCB provided
funding for a number of local public access and fishing pier facilities.
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Central California

WCB assisted the San Joaquin River Conservancy in the protection, restoration and
development of public access and habitat improvements along the San Joaquin River Parkway.
WCB continued its support of the Morro Estuary Greenbelt Alliance and other local partners
in the protection of property around the Morro Bay Estuary. Throughout the Central Valley,
WCB partnered with the Central Valley Joint Venture and other conservation organizations to
help restore and protect numerous habitats, including expansions to the DFG Los Banos and
Volta wildlife areas, the Allensworth Ecological Reserve, and restoration on private properties.
Within the central coastal range and the Sierra foothill regions, large tracts of land were
protected through a combination of fee acquisitions and conservation easements, including a
major expansion to the DFG Carrizo Plain Ecological Reserve. In the Owens Valley, WCB
provided funding to Inyo County for restoration of riparian habitat along a large stretch of the
Owens River, while also providing funds for the Owens Lake Wildlife Area acquisition. Along
the coast, WCB and DFG have begun evaluating and identifying potential steelhead recovery
projects.

Northern California

WCB was busy in the San Francisco Bay Area, working with the San Francisco Bay Area Joint
Venture, DFG, the State Coastal Conservancy and other Bay Area conservation groups, in the
acquisition and restoration of significant wetland areas. In the Sacramento Valley region, WCB
helped fund the acquisition and restoration of riparian areas along the Sacramento River. At
the Gray Lodge Wildlife Area, WCB provided funding for major wetland enhancement and
water delivery improvements.

On the northern coast and in conjunction with the Coho Salmon Recovery Program, WCB
acquired habitat and assisted in the restoration of significant Coho salmon watershed areas.
Working with DFG, WCB also provided funding for the repair and installation of numerous fish
screens in the northern portions of the state. A number of fishing piers, boat ramps and related
public access facilities were developed, including improvements at the Turtle Bay Recreation
Area in Redding, and fishing facilities at Eagle Lake and in the City of Eureka.

WCB also made significant headway in the acquisition and protection of habitat areas
to be added to the Lake Earl Wildlife Area. In the Sierra Mountains, WCB used conservation
easements to protect thousands of acres of working ranches for preservation of habitat and
natural landscapes.

Compliance Monitoring

With the large number of conservation easements and restoration projects approved by WCB
over the last four years, WCB has begun placing a greater emphasis on monitoring completed
projects to ensure compliance and to measure project success. As part of this effort, WCB will
be working with its partners to evaluate specific projects in order to improve our habitat
restoration efforts. In the future, WCB hopes to report on these findings, and provide examples
of partners and landowners that have exceeded expectations in their stewardship of easements
and restoration projects. sy

Riparian Habitat Restoration,
American River parkway, Phase
I, crews removing invasive
species.

Sacramento Weed Warriors
photo © Frank Wallace
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Thanks to voter support WCB has received significant funding to protect and restore California
habitats. In the year 2000, Prop 12 was passed; in 2002, Prop 40 was passed, followed by Prop 50.
Under these three propositions nearly 700,000 acres has been protected or restored. The map provides
a breakdown of funding and projects that WCB has approved since 2000 through the 2003/2004 fiscal
year. The projects and allocations are further broken down by the different DFG Regions within the
state. The pie charts provide a breakdown by the types of projects funded, funding allocations,
acreages and participation from other funding sources over this same time period.
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South Fork American
River, Lower Canyon Unit,
Expansion 1, acquisition
in El Dorado County.

American River Conservancy
photo © Alan Ehrgott

WCB partners and cooperating organizations in 2003-04.

American River Conservancy

Angeles Volunteer AssociationBay Foundation

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

California Rangeland Trust

California Tahoe Conservancy

Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy

California Waterfow! Association

California Wildlife FoundationCentral Valley Joint Venture

Department of Boating and Waterways

Department of Fish and Game

Department of Parks and Recreation

Department of Water Resources

East Bay Recreation and Park District

Environmental Protection Agency

Fall River Resource Conservation District

Fisheries Resource Volunteer Corps

Inyo County Water Department

Jacoby Creek Land TrustSan Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and
Mountains Conservancy

Morro Estuary Greenbelt Alliance/Friends of the EstuaryMorro Bay
National Estuary Program Muir Heritage Land Trust

Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

National Marine Fisheries Service

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

24 OUTDOOR CALIFORNIA

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Palos Verdes Peninsula Land ConservancyRiparian Habitat Joint
Venture

Riverside Land ConservancySan Francisco Bay Area Joint
VentureSanta Monica Mountains Conservancy

Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District

Spalding Community Services District

San Dieguito River Park Joint Powers Authority

San Joaquin River Conservancy

San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust

State Lands Commission

Solano Land Trust

San Mateo County Harbor District

Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy

Save-the-Redwoods LeagueState Coastal Conservancy

The Nature Conservancy

The Trust for Public Land

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

U.S. Bureau of Land Management

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

U.S. National Park Service

Yolo Land Trust
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Agencies

ARC
AVA
BLM
BOR
CDF

CRT
CTC
CVMC
CWA
CWF
DBW
DFG
DPR
DWR
EBRPD
EPA
FRRCD
FRVC
ICWD
JCLT
MHLT
MRCA

NFWF
NMEFS
NOAA

NRCS
PVPLC
RLC
SCAPOSD

scC
SCSD
SDRPJPA

SJRC
SJRPCT

SLC

SLT
SMCHD
SMMC
SRL

TNC

TPL
USACOE
USDHUD

USFWS
USNPS
YLT

Description

American River Conservancy
Angeles Volunteer Association
Bureau of Land Management
Bureau of Reclamation

California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection

California Rangeland Trust

California Tahoe Conservancy

Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy
California Waterfowl Association
California Wildlife Foundation
Department of Boating and Waterways
Department of Fish and Game
Department of Parks and Recreation
Department of Water Resources

East Bay Recreation and Park District
Environmental Protection Agency

Fall River Resource Conservation District
Fisheries Resource Volunteer Corps

Inyo County Water Department

Jacoby Creek Land Trust

Muir Heritage Land Trust

Mountains Recreation and Conservation
Authority

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
National Marine Fisheries Service

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy
Riverside Land Conservancy

Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation
and Open Space District

State Coastal Conservancy
Spalding Community Services District

San Dieguito River Park Joint Powers
Authority

San Joaquin River Conservancy

San Joaquin River Parkway and
Conservation Trust

State Lands Commission

Solano Land Trust

San Mateo County Harbor District
Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
Save-the-Redwoods League

The Nature Conservancy

The Trust for Public Land

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
U.S. National Park Service
Yolo Land Trust

November - December 2004

Fund Sources

HCF
P12

P13
P40

P50

WRF

Purposes

Ccw
DFG
DH
DR
FA
FH
G
W
ow
R
RH
SSH
TE
WRA

Abbreviations

ER
Exp.

Description

No Fund
Habitat Conservation Fund

“Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water,
Clean Air, and Coastal Protection Bond
Fund”

River Protection Sub account

“California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe
Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal
Protection Fund”

“Water Security, Clean Drinking Water,

Coastal and Beach Protection Fund of 2002”

Wildlife Restoration Fund
Description

Coastal Wetlands

DFG Facility

Desert Habitat

Deer Range Habitat

Fishing Access

Forest Habitat

Grasslands

Interior Wetlands

Oak Woodland/Oak Savannah Habitat
Rangeland

Riparian Habitat
Salmonid/Steelhead Habitat
T&E Species Habitat
Wildlife Related Access

Description

Ecological Reserve
Expansion

So Long and Good Luck

Last year, WCB saw the retirement and departure of
three long-standing employees, who had a combined
work experience with WCB of over 55 years. WCB
thanks Jim Sarro, Georgia Lipphardt, and Frank
Giordano for their steadfast effort in helping with the
success, development and implementation of many of
WCB’s programs as they exist today.
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